Sistem A Few Words on How the Comic Began 


issue | Hi, everyone. Andy here. So, Steve and I were hanging out with 
spring 2001 Sean, waiting to go see Fantasia 2000. We were discussing 
Associated Student Bodies (check out http://www.arclight.net/asb/ 
: for more info) and mourning the end of it's run. It had been the 
Sempe only comic we were aware of to appeal to both gay men and to 


andrew french folks with an interest in Furry Fandom. 


layout, backgrounds 


; After a while, the discussion came around to what we would do 

and lettering differently if we decided to do a comic of that nature. A smaller cast 
steven domanski and more character development. Longer story arcs. Some different 
sues than the ones they covered. At some point during the discus- 
: sion, Sean said, "Well, why don't you work on it? If it doesn't suck, 
scott fabianek I'll publish ic. 


i 


B 


pencil and inking 


Por Two days later, Steve and I, now joined by Scott, sat down at a 
sean rabbitt Chinese restaurant up the street from where Scott was doing his 


laundry. We sketched out all six of the main characters, including 


some details, relationships, story arcs, and names. Harry Chapin's 
song "All My Life's a Circle" was 
title of Circles. 


in my head, and I suggested the 


I took the logical first story, that of how Marty joined the household, 
and wrote a script around it. Steve did some great page layouts from 
my script. Then Scott started churning out the art. It was stunning, 
We just kept grinning at each other and asking, "Can you believe 

we're doing this?” Then, with the main art finished, Steve went over 
the finished pages and shaded Marty, added background details, and 
lettered, all by computer. Then we gave it to Sean, who had long 


another RABCO since decided that it didn't suck. 


disaster® 


a mailbo rabbit valley 


company And now you're reading it! 


Write today for your copy of the 
Vast Catalog of Other Good Stuff" 


So let us know whatcha think. We have a webpage at 


The Mailbox Books Company 


PRL esse hetp://www.rabco.org/circles, email at circles@rabco.org, and a 
Yahoo Group at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/circles-comic. Our 
haps//wwv.maibox snail-mail address is to your left on this page. 


2 See you online, or in issue 2. 
chief bunny & editor 


sean rabbitt 


- Andy "Aethan" French 
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“| Dear Douglas... 


circles 


"All My Life's a Circle" 


Created by Steve Domanski, Scott 
Fabianek and Andrew French. 
Script: Andy — 
Layouts & Lettering: Steve 
Pencils & Inks: Scott 


Af 1 were blind, 1 would can hear the 
still know it was Spring. ussbaum 
‘The smell of the ils in grandchildren 
He afersons’ yar el playing two yards 
me that it's nearly ‘over, and if 1 
Mother's Day. 1 can strain my 
also smell fresh baking just a little past Every the 
bread, which suggests that, 1can see the world is green 
that Arthur has woken riot of yellow that and growing, 
i auldoal aah rae Thesigns of 
epvfal fed love. ‘Kathy's beloved Spring cry out 
Forsythia bushes their eternal 
are in full Bloom. 50M. 
"q'm Alive!” 


I'm sorry. 1 

don't ae 

to get 

maudlin, 1 

try to stick 

to what's as far as is 

really possible for a 

happening, long-winded old| 
Whitman- 
wanna-be. We 
fave our new 


tenant arriving 
today. 


Well, you fust walked ‘past, on the 
way to tI shower, 1 presume. 


WELL, HELLO 
THERE. 


AH, BUT NOT SO! TO SHARE WITH TAYE? WHO IS HE? IS HE GAY? IS HE CUTE? 
ONE QUESTION AT A TIME, DEAR. YES, HE'D BE 
SHARING WITH TAYE, IF THEY GET ON WELL WITH 
EACH OTHER HIS NAME IS MARTIN MILLER, AND 
HE'S A STUDENT AT BOSTON COLLEGE. | 
HAVEN'T MET HIM, SO | DON'T KNOW IF HE'S 
CUTE, BUT AS WE POSTED THE ‘APARTMENT TO 
SHARE’ SIGN AT TRIANGLE BOOKS, | THINK WE 
CAN ASSUME HE'S EITHER GAY, OR VERY OPEN- 
MINDED. | LIKED HIS 
VOICE WHEN WE TALKED 
ON THE PHONE. | HAVE 
A GOOD FEELING 
ABOUT HIM. 


YOU HAVE A GOOD FEELING ABOUT EVERYONE. YOU OUST THATS NOT FAR | WAS 
COVE PEOPLE, PAULIE, 


WA 
IM SORRY PAULIE; | DONT MEAN 


TO BRING IT UP ALL THE TIME. 
IT JUST KIND OF SLIPS OUT. 


BABY DUCKS? DOESN'T EXACTLY 
SAY RUTHLESS, 


BY DAY, HE 
ITROYS THE 


WEAK. 
BY NIGHT, HE 
BAKES 


YUP. THAT'S ME. 
BYE, LOVE. 


HELLO THERE! I'M AFRAID 
THAT KEN'S AT WORK. 


WELL, HE HASNT TRIED MY FAMOUS CHCKEN INTH APPLES DIABLO, YET. 


SOUNDS LOVELY! ELL, TAYE'S A VEGETARIAN, DEAR, 
‘TRY YouR 
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i 


dade 


YOU SHOULD, DEAR. HE'S VERY GOOD. 


ESPECIALLY WHEN | HAVE SUCH 
OOD MATERIAL, 


PLATTERER. 


GH, KEN, IT'S BRIAN, (S0, F YOU NANT To GET TOSETHER, (Your message will be 
HS NEEKEND OR SOMETHING, saved for... 30 days. Next HEY! YOURE IN THIS BOOK! 
new message.) 


UUST FEEL WEIRD LOOKING AT NAKED PHOTOS OF SOMEONE | 
MGHT BE NEIGHBORS 


WH 
DoT Tank you | DON'T MIND, 
PEOPLE 
MEANT SOMETHING 
You 


DEAR IM NOT WILD ABOUT IT 


THANK YOU, BEST | CAN 
MYSELF, BUT IM COPING, AS. : 
IM NOT MEANING TO PRY. YOu 
"LOOK" SICK. JUST THERE'S 
ALL THESE BOOKS ABOUT STUFF 
Ke THAT. 


x 
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OF COURSE. PARDON MY 
INTERRUPTION. 


SO, ARE YOU GOING TO TAKE 
THE APARTMENT? 


"'D STILL LIKE YOU TO MEET DOUGLAS. 
HELL ACTUALLY BE 


SO, PAULIE SAYS YOU 
WENT TO BOSTON 
COLLEGE, TOO? 


OH, HEY. MAYBE WELL, | DIDN'T 
YOU KNEW MY MEET TOO MANY FOLKS 
OUTSIDE THE 


THOUGHT SO. LOOK, MARTY... | THINK YOU'RE REALLY 
CUTE, AND | KNOW | COME ON KIND OF STRONG, BUT I'M 
IN@ TO JUMP YOUR BONES WHILE YOU SLEEP. 


(OOK, NOT EVERYONE ON THE PLANET THINKS KEN IS OH? YOURE NOT GOING TO 
DONT TELL ME YOURE A VIRGIN, 


Tooa 
NO. NOT oN 
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UH-OH. | HOPE I'M NOT STIRRING UP A 
HORNET'S NEST, HERE. 
NO, | JUST HAVEN'T DONE TOO MUCH, AND 
THE GUY | WAS WITH WAS KIND OF A JERK. 
THERE'S A LOT OP STUFF | HAVENT HAD A 
CHANCE TO TRY YET. 


\ THis Is REALLY PERSONAL. NHY 
AM | TELLING YOU ALL THIS? 


IT'S A GIFT | HAVE. PEOPLE OPEN UP TO ME. 
BUT, HEY, LET'S LEAVE IT THERE. IF YOU 
MOVE IN, YOU CAN TELL ME WHEN YOU'RE 
COMFORTABLE. IF YOU DON'T MOVE IN, YOU 
WON'T HAVE TOLD EMBARASSING SECRETS 
TO A NEAR-TOTAL STRANGER. 


| THINK I'D CIKE TO MOVE IN, 
ACTUALLY. THE PLACE IS 
GREAT, AND EVERYONE'S SO 
COOL. SO..HEY, WHY NOT? 
ASSUMING PAULIE'S COOL 


WE'RE NOT TALKING ABOUT YOU, YOU EGOTISTICAL 
OLD QUEEN. WE'RE TALKING ABOUT MARTY AND 
WHETHER OR NOT HE'S GOING TO MOVE IN. 


Hi, YOU MUST BE MARTIN MILLER. 


7s 
| TRUST EVERYONE'S JUDGMENT, OF 
COURSE, DOES HE LIKE MY BROWNIES? 


Dear Douglas... 


2 ee | 


qt has been quite a day. 1 think 
Marty will work wafers asa 
tenant, and 1 think Taye's 
already quite sweet on him. 1 
wonder ee that will come out? 

E Only time will tell, 1 suppose. 


1'm worried about your fees i Arthur. He's a 
good man, Douglas, and 1 really wish you could see 
that what happened wasn't his fault at all. 1 made a 
bad decision, and have to live with the consequences 
of that. 1 know my being sick hurts you, but it isn't 
right to punish Arthur for it. 1 just wish he'd stop 
acting so damned guilty about it. It’s hard to convince 
jou he's innocent, when he doesn't truly believe it 


imself. 


‘Ken worries me too. He just doesn't take the 
‘AIDS crisis seriously. It's as if he's convinced 
he'll be fine no matter what, and I'm scared 


he'll make aioe decision of his own 


someday. 1 
it's too late. 


ape 1 can convince him before 


Everyone is so happy tonight. We're 
celebrating a new beginning, Everyone seems 
mest happy to et aside the pul 
erpley ttn lebrite tha art 
something new. 

‘1 wonder where this fresh start will take us. 
1 wonder if 1 will be here to see the ending. 


fishness isn't it? 
‘There are no beginnings, 
and no endings. This is just 
another point along ae circle my life 
fas abways been. There are always new people 
that enter your if for good or for if, and then leave 
again, at some later undetermined point. Some of them are 
{ust short spins along the arc ofthe circle, while others go 
round and round with you as the years fly past. 

On the other hand, perhaps I'm just a pretentious old queen 
whars bee rei to os ich Hs Capt of Cas 
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In any case, it’s late, and 
‘Iwanit to curl up in 
with you. 1 love you very, 
very much. 1 don't know 
why you stay. are jou 
put up with me, when 
‘you could have your pick 
of any healthy man in 
the world, but I'm glad 
jou stay. 1 really Gr: 
mow what Td o 
without you. Sometimes 
the only way 1 can 
comfortably ge to sl 
at night is knowing that 
‘you'll be there when 1 
wake in the morning. 


1 hope you stay with me for always... 


‘However long that is... 
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| Mailbox Books Really Delivers! 


THE Source for Furry 


Hundreds of furry and 
anthropomorphic comics, 
artwork prints, fanzines, 
books, t-shirts, figurines, 
CD-ROM artwork 
collections for your 
computer, and anything 
else we can get our paws 
on await you in the Vast 
Catalog of Other Good 
Stuff™ either on-line 

or direct to your mailbox 
with our free catalog. 


Order on our secure 

server today with Visa, 

Master Card, Discover 

Card, or American Express. 
Personal Checks and Money 
Orders accepted. International 
shipping available. 


Proudly carrying Shanda Fantasy Arts, 
Radio Comix, Antarctic Press, Arclight 
Press, and many other publishers works. 


We'll see you in July at Anthrocon in Philadelphia, PA! 


http://www.mailboxbooks.com 
Mailbox Books, PO Box 540568, Waltham MA 02454-0568, USA 
Write today for your very own copy of the Vast Catalog of Other Good Stuff 


Mailbox Books aand HarveyRABCO are trademarks of RABCO Publishing Inc. Copyright ©2001 RABCO Publishing Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
‘A Mailbox Books - Rabbit Valley™ Company. 
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VA TIM, CODLY ENOUGH, DID NOT. 


New England high school, college students 


attend gay prom 
By Associate Press, 4/17/2001 - Reprinted with Permission 


MANCHESTER, N.H. (AP) Girls dancing with 
girls, boys dancing with boys and holding each other 
close, a 30-minute show in drag it was an unusual 
school prom. 


The First Annual Gay Lesbian Bisexual Transgender 
Straight Alliance Youth Prom was held Saturday night 
at a Manchester hotel. 


High school and college students from New Hamp- 
shire, Maine, Vermont and Massachusetts showed up 
for the affair, which was meant to be a judgment-free 
night for young people to dance, talk and just 
generally have fun, according to Sabrina Smith, who 
organized it all. 


“{ wanted them to come here feeling comfortable 
dancing and dressing and loving anyone they wanted 
to, without being second-guessed or laughed ar,” said 
Smith, a senior at Gilford Middle High School. 


Mission accomplished. 


Jacob Heal, 18, of New Hampton School, who was 
selected king of the prom, danced with his queen, 
‘Trinity, 16, who performed in the drag show earlier 
in the evening. “I would never be prom king at my 
own school,” Heal said. “I just can't stop smiling,” 


Nearby, Katie Bosse, 19, danced with Tracey Murphy, 
20, Bosse in a tuxedo, Murphy in a powder blue ball 
gown. 


“This is great,” said Bosse, a senior at Londonderry 
High School. “I'm a shy kid ... The fact that I can 
dress up in a tux is great. It's hard being gay, living in 
this area.” 


Like many of the prom-goers, Bosse said she 
wouldn't attend her own school’s prom because she 
doesn't want the hassle of dealing with stares, 
comments or worse. 


A DJ played songs, there was no alcohol and there 
were chaperones. There also were rainbows on name 
stickers, in crepe streamers draping the windows of 
the hotel ballroom, on bow ties and vests and on tiny 
ribbon pins. Smith said it was a symbol of gay pride, 
the perfect ornament for the evening, because it 
suggests unity and diversity. 


She pointed out not all of the prom-goers were gay or 
lesbian. “We have same-sex couples who are straight 


and guys in drag just as a joke,” Smith said. J, 


New Hampton senior Natasha Stanislavsky 
said she decided to come along because the 
evening sounded like it would be enlightening 
and a lot of fun. 

I 
New England College student Jess Kent said it 
was better that straight teen-agers see for 
themselves how the gay and lesbian popula- 
tion interacts, rather than carry around 


misperceptions. “I hope it expands their 
minds ... They should just come and see what 
it's about,” Kent said. 


Concord High School senior Kara Steinhilber 
said it would sort of be going against the 
theme of the evening not to invite straight 
teen-agers. 


“The whole point is about freedom of 
expression and being open minded, You 
shouldn't exclude anyone,” Steinhilber said. 


Many of the chaperones said they decided to 
help out to let teen-agers know they have 
support from above. 


Gary Finger of the Manchester Gay Men's 
Chorus said he came along because Smith had 
asked for chaperones from the organization, 
which meets in the same building as Outright, 
a social and support group for gay and lesbian 
teen-agers that sponsored the event. 


Other chaperones were part of GLSEN, the 
Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education 
Network, an organization that works with 
teachers, administrators and students to create 
a more tolerant environment in schools. 


Concord High School teacher Tim Dougherty 
said giving up a Saturday night was the least 
he could do in the name of progress. 


“J think it's (the prom) an indication of how 
focal the issue has become. It's been so 
secretive ... and now you see it in the movies, 
TY, people talk about it. The median age for 
coming out is 17, which I think says a lot,” 
Dougherty said. 


Chaperone Rick Carkin said out loud what 
many others probably were thinking: ‘Why 
couldn't they have done this 15 years ago, 
when I was in high school?” 


In the Next Issue: 


Marty moves in. The Kinsey Circle boys meet the Millers. Dinner may- 


g hem! And the redoubtable Mrs. Nussbaum makes her first appearance. 


kinsey 


cit 
__ Inthe future, we'll likely use this page for all kinds of stuff, including your iterate 
it | |etters, For now, however, here are some tidbits from Scott’s sketchbook. 


address for 
letters 


Circles 
Mailbox Books 
PO Box 540568 
Waltham, MA 


USA 


bco.org 
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WHAT IF GROO 


Outrageous? Sure it is, but the works of 
many comic book professionals have been 
seized and sometimes banned by real life 
thought police. 

The Comic Book Legal Defense 
Fund was founded to fight these threats. 
Since 1989, the CBLDF has spent more than 
$500,000 defending the First Amendment 
rights of the comic book industry. We have 
successfully defended or deterred dozens 
of threats to comic book artists, retailers 


__ Yes! | want to help fight censorship in the comics 
industry. Enclosed is my tax-deductible contribution of: 


$i $50 $100 


$25 $75 other 


Please add my name to your mailing list and send me info: 


‘Name: 


Address: 


City/ST/Zip: 


E-mail: 


pS ; i fi ye 


ERE FORBIDDEN? 


publishers, and readers from overzealous 
police departments, prosecutors, and 
would-be censors. We're working to pre- 
serve your freedom of choice as a comics fan. 

Please help us continue our mission to 
fight comics censorship by making a 
donation. With your support, the Fund can 
continue to champion the comic book 
community's right to free expression. After 
all, it's the thought police that should be 
banned! 


LEGA/ 
oh EL 9 
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HE COfy, 
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1-800-99-CBLDF 
P.0. BOX 693 * NORTHAMPTON, MA 01061 


VISIT OUR WEB-SITE AT WWW.CBLDF.ORG 


. SOFAWOLF PRESS 


Leading the Team in Quality Anthropomorphic Fiction 


ANTHROLATIONS 


Work sucks, even though you have a cool boss. Your car is in 
the shop. You can still howl with your brother and sister 
over the phone, but it just doesn't feel the same as when you 
all lived at home. Your relationship is going great, but you 
still can't stop worrying about it. You wish there was more 
time in the day to relax and let your fur down. 


There are others like you. Their stories are here. 
——eeeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeeEeEeEeEyEyy_EEEE—EEEE—EE eee 


And, New This Summer: 


What if you were a vixen healer in the French Revolution, an 
elk in the service of Peter The Great, a gaur farmer witnessing 
Ghandi lead the Salt March To Dandi, or a polar bear navigator 
surveying the North Pole with Admiral Byrd in the 1930s? 


What if you could tell your story? 


HistoriMorphs 


Epirep py Lanny Fieips 


WWW.SOFAWOLF.COM For more information, visit us on the web! 


Mailbox Books 


The Rabbit Valley™ Comic Store 
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ih ://www.mailboxbooks.com/ 
The Mailbox Books Company 


PO Box 540568 
Waltham, MA 02454-0568 


Write today for your free copy of the Vast Catalog of Other Good Stuff. 


